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“God is Our High Priest and Sacrifice because Christ our High Priest and Savior is God Incarnate.”
For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.

Hebrews 4:14.
Introduction.


The Christian faith is perfect.  It is perfect because the Christian faith consists not of the works of men but God’s Work alone.
  Men are the beneficiaries of God’s Work.  God alone does the Work.







The Apostle St. Paul brings this out when he writes that Christ could feel our infirmities because He was True Man.  Christ also could remain pure in thought, word, and deed, in the midst of our infirmities because He is also the True and Holy God.


Our Priest, therefore, is Holy and Blameless, able to approach God and to intercede for us.  Our Priest is also the Sacrifice because He Atoned for sins, a Spotless Sacrifice without blemish, to make us holy and without blemish before God.


The Christian faith is Perfect Religion because it involves not the works of men but God’s Work Alone through our Priest and Sacrifice Jesus Christ on the Cross.

I.  God Himself is Our High Priest Who Interceded for All Men before God and Our Sacrifice because He Reconciled God to Sinful Men through His Passion.
A.  Christ, while True God, is also True Man and, therefore, feels the infirmities of all men.

The human nature the Son of God assumed into His Person at His Incarnation was not the undamaged human nature Adam enjoyed before the fall into sin but the human nature that suffered the impact of sin after the fall.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh ... .

The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper writes:

... Christ relinquished not only the employment of His divine glory, but also the privileges of His sinless human nature, so that he in His external appearance resembled that of other men.  That is stated in Phil. 2:7:  “He was made in the likeness of men, and being found in fashion as a man”; and, still more clearly, in Rom. 8:3:  “God sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh.”  Though Christ was without sin, in His external appearance He was not like man before the Fall, but like man after the Fall.  Kromayer
:  “According to the words of the text (Rom. 8:3), He was sent in the similitude of sinful flesh; these infirmities, namely, those which flow in us because of sin, were assumed by Christ, who is separate from sinners, freely ... for the execution of the work of redemption ... .”


Because God became Man, Christ could feel the human infirmities and weaknesses suffered by all men afflicted by man’s fall into sin yet without sin.
B.  Christ Atoned for the sins of all men because He is Holy.


While Christ is True Man without sin, He is also guaranteed to be without sin because He is God who is Holy Always.  The Apostle St. Paul writes in today’s Epistle that Christ was tempted like us in every respect yet remained without sin.  In Psalm 24, which is a Psalm about the Messiah
 and His Work for our salvation, Jesus of Nazareth, we read that the He is Holy through and through:

Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD?  or who shall stand in his holy place?  He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully.  He shall receive the blessing from the LORD, and righteousness from the God of his salvation.


Who amongst fallen, sinful men has clean hands, a pure heart, an unsullied soul, or a  tongue bereft of deceit?  None.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:  There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.  They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.  Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips:  Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness:  Their feet are swift to shed blood:  Destruction and misery are in their ways:  And the way of peace have they not known:  There is no fear of God before their eyes.


The Man in Psalm 24 is the Incarnate Lord, the Holy One of Israel
.  He is Pure in thought, word, and deed.  The Apostle St. Peter writes of Christ:

For even hereunto were ye called:  because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps:  Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth:  Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously.


Christ stands in God’s Holy Temple and fulfills a holiness for all men.  This Blessed Work we learned in catechism is called Christ’s Active Obedience, namely, Christ fulfilling all of God’s Commandments perfectly for us before God in thought, word, and deed.
  The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper writes of Christ’s Active Obedience for us:

This teaching of Scripture is of great practical importance.  In his life of faith the Christian continually resorts to Christ’s vicarious fulfillment of the Law.  Luther:  “He satisfied the Law; He fulfilled the Law perfectly, for He loved God with all His heart, and with all His soul, and with all His strength, and with all His mind, and He loved His neighbor as Himself.  Therefore, when the Law comes and accuses you of not having kept it, bid it go to Christ.  Say:  There is the Man who has kept it; He fulfilled it for me and gave His fulfillment to me.  Thus the Law is silenced.”
 


Christ remained obedient even when God forsook Him because He bore the guilt of our sins and consigned Him to the utter depths of hell.  The Apostle St. Matthew writes:

And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachtani?  that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

The Rev. Dr. George Stoeckhardt writes of this remarkable obedience of Christ for us:

Yet, while Christ knows Himself totally forsaken of God in the abyss of hell, He cries, “My God, My God!”  Even in such an abject condition, as He was in, He still clings to God as His personal God.  This was a God-pleasing prayer that as it were issued from the pit of hell.  This is something extraordinary, something unheard of.  In the midst of the torments of hell Christ asserts that as His Son He will cling to God and claim Him as His own!  Never before and never after has such a confident prayer issued from the abyss of hell on the part of those who are damned in that place.  Ordinarily from those who suffer the torments of the damned come only cries and sighs of despair, never prayers of faith.  It was by this prayer that Christ conquered and overcame the power of hell.
 


Here is temptation beyond when any mortal man has experienced.  While Christ was tempted in all points as are all men yet without sin, as the Apostle St. Paul writes, He was tempted beyond what any mortal man has ever experienced, namely, the utter depths of hell and everlasting wrath of God.  Yet Christ could remain Pure and Holy even in this terrible circumstance because while He is True Man, He is also the True God, Almighty and Holy.  The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper writes:

Christ could not dispense with His Deity in the state of exinanition [humiliation].  He had to attach the full weight of His deity to His obedience, suffering, and death, as Scripture tells us Gal. 4:4-5 and Rom. 5:10.  Facing death, He had to be the mighty God that He might be able by His death to overcome death, to raise up again the temple of His body (John 2:19, 21), to take up His life again (John 10:18).  Jesus Christ “died not simply as any other man, but in and with His death conquered sin, death, hell and eternal damnation” ... .  To be able to render such perfect obedience in the stead of men, to suffer and die for them, He had to renounce not seemingly, but the actual the full use of the form of God.  Our reason cannot perceive how all this is possible, but we believe it on the basis of Scripture.

The Rev. Dr. John Gerhard writes of Christ’s Work of His Intercession for us as our High Priest and His Sacrifice for us:
Christ’s priestly office is that by which He place Himself in the middle between God and sinful men, reconciled the whole human race to God by completely satisfying the divine Law, by taking on Himself the penalties for sins, and by interceding before God. ... Satisfaction, by which Christ offered an evenly balanced ransom to His Father for the sins of the whole world and acquired righteousness and eternal life for the human race.  In this satisfaction, there occurred an obedience that was both active and passive.  Active obedience consists in the completely sufficient fulfillment of the Law.  Passive obedience consists in the completely sufficient payment for the sins of the human race render to the Father.  Here, however, one must note that the active and passive obedience in the satisfaction of Christ are most intimately connected, because His passion was active and His action was passive.


Yes, because Christ is God, that means that God is the Sacrifice for us because of our sins.  The Apostle St. Paul writes that it is God who Suffered and Died for us on the Cross:

We speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory:  Which none of the princes of this world knew:  for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.

The Lutheran Church confesses that it was God Himself who died for our sins and the sins of the whole world:

We Christians must know that if God is not also in the balance, and gives the weight, we sink to the bottom with our scale.  By this I mean:  If it were not to be said [if these things were not true], God has died for us, but only a man, we would be lost.  But if “God’s death” and “God died” lie in the scale of the balance, then He sinks down, and we rise up as a light, empty scale.  But indeed He can also rise again or leap out of the scale; yet He could not sit in the scale unless He became a man like us, so that it could be said:  “God died,” “God’s passion,” “God’s blood,” “God’s death.”  For in His nature God cannot die; but now that God and man are united in one person, it is correctly called God’s death, when the man dies who is one thing or one person with God.
 


Christ could and did Atone for the sins of all men because while He is True Man He is also the True God.

II. Christ Died on the Cross to Make Men Holy and without Blemish before God through the Gospel .

A.  Christ died on the Cross in order to make men holy and without blemish before God through the Gospel.

Christ earned this Blessing from the Lord for us that we might be Holy before God for Him.  The Apostle St. Paul writes that Christ gave Himself in order to give us His Holiness in order that we be holy, blameless, and without blemish before God:

... Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that its should be holy and without blemish.


When we consider Christ’s Passion on Good Friday, we must also consider our Baptism.  For the Apostle St. Paul writes that Christ Fashioned Holy Baptism by His Passion so that He might convey to us His Spotless, Unblemished, and Holiness, earned for us by His Passion.  Luther writes of Christ Fashioning the Sanctifying and Saving Waters of Holy Baptism by His Passion:

... holy baptism was purchased for us through this same blood, which he shed for us and with which he paid for sin.  This blood and its merit and power he put into baptism, in order that in baptism we might receive it.  For whenever a person receives baptism in faith this is the same as if he were visibly washed and cleansed of sin with the blood of Christ.  For we do not gain the forgiveness of sins through our work, but rather through the death and the shedding of the blood of the Son of God.  But he takes this forgiveness of sins and tucks it into baptism.


On Good Friday, Christ died on the Cross in order to Fashion us holy and without spot or blemish through the Blessed Waters of Holy Baptism, the Gospel
.

B.  Christianity is the Perfect Religion because God provides everything, the Atonement for our sins through the Cross and our Salvation through the Gospel.

Because God is active to effect the Atonement for our sins and our Salvation through the Gospel, we see that Christianity is the Perfect Religion because it is wholly the product not of fallen and imperfect men but of the Perfect and Holy God.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him ... .

The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper writes:

Christianity is the “absolute,” altogether perfect, and unsurpassable religion ... .  [Christianity] conveys perfect salvation.  It does not ask man to reconcile God through his own works or own virtues as all non-Christian religions do, but it teaches man to accept and obtain by faith the perfect unsurpassable reconciliation effected by Christ – “God was in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself” (2 Cor. 5:18-19).  In other words, the Christian religion is absolutely perfect because it is not a moral code instructing men how to earn the forgiveness of sin themselves, but rather it is faith in that forgiveness of sins which was gained through Christ’s vicarious fulfillment of the Law and His substitutionary suffering of our punishment (Gal.. 4:4-5; 3:13; Acts 26:18; Luke 24:46-47).
  


Christ Punctuated this Perfection on the Cross with His Final Blessed Breath:  

When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished:  and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.

Conclusion.


Christianity is the Perfect Religion because it relies not on fallen, faulty, imperfect man, but upon the Perfect God to effect the Atonement for the sins of all men on the Cross and their Salvation through the Gospel, which was Fashioned by His Perfect and Holy Passion.  All is the Work of God.  Man is the beneficiary.



Now all that remains to be done is to enjoy life eternal and the glories of God’s Everlasting Kingdom.





Amen.
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